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1. APPROXIMATELY 3000 (OR ONE HALF) OF THE FIELD WORK 
FORCE AT CARONI LTD., WHICH PRODUCES 90 PERCENT OF TRINIDAD 
SUGAR, REFUSED TO REPORT FOR WORK JANUARY 8. AN ESTIMATED 
50 PERCENT OF THE STRIKERS ARE STRIKING FOR GUARANTEED 
WORK, WHILE THE OTHER 50 PERCENT ARE SYMPATHIZERS WHO ARE 
BACKING DEPOSED PRESIDENT PANDAY OF THE ALL TRINIDAD SUGAR 
ESTATES AND FACTORIES WORKERS TRADE UNION (ALL TRINIDAD) 

IN HIS POWER STRUGGLE WITH ALL TRINIDAD SECRETARY GENERAL 
RAMPART AP SINGH. CARONI MANAGEMENT HAS ANNOUNCED THAT 
ITS THREE SUGAR FACTORIES WILL CLOSE BECAUSE OF LACK OF 
CUT CANE TO PROCESS. 

2. THE SUGAR CANE HARVEST BEGAN JANUARY 2 UNDER CLOUD OF 
LABOR TROUBLE. IN CONFLICT CONTINUING FROM LAST YEAR, 
WORKERS AT SMALLER ORANGE GROVE ESTATES, PRODUCING 8 
PERCENT OF CROP, CALLED FOR A GO-SLOW UNTIL TWO OFFICERS 
ARE DISMISSED FROM COMPANY. ORANGE GROVE OFFICIAL TOLD 
US THIS WEEK THAT MANAGEMENT HAS DECIDED NOT TO BOW TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT 0 00081 092130Z 

WORKER PRESSURE TO DISMISS OFFICERS. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


3. SIMBHOONATH CAPILDEO, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE RELIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATION SANATAN DHARMA MAHA SAB HA WHICH CLAIMS 

TO REPRESENT 400,000 HINDUS, IS TRYING TO MEDIATE THE DIS- 
PUTE BETWEEN SINGH AND PANDAY. TWO MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 
SCHEDULED DURING WHICH SINGH BROUGHT THE DISPUTED UNION 
VOUCHERS FOR PUBLIC SCRUTINY BUT SO FAR PANDAY HAS NOT APPEARED. 
SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT CAPILDEO WILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN HIS 
MEDIATION EFFORTS BEFORE SERIOUS DISRUPTION OF THE HARVEST 
TAKES PLACE. HOWEVER, PANDAY WILL NOT EASILY GIVE UP POLITICIZ- 
ING SUGAR WORKERS AGAINST BOTH COMPANY MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVA- 
TIVE UNION LEADERS. 

4. CARONI THIS YEAR HAS DEVISED A SYSTEM OF BONUS PAYMENTS TO 
AVOID MALICIOUS CANE FIRES PREVALENT DURING THE 1973 SEASON, 

BUT CONTINUED LABOR TURMOIL WILL PROBABLY CONTRIBUTE TO FIRE 
PROBLEM THIS YEAR AND LOWER PRODUCTION. 
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